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Introduction 



I 



The following report on foreign language enrollments in religious 
secondary schools was not made by the use of governme?it funds. It was 
deemed necessary information, ho7rever, for the profession of modern 
foreign language teachers. It should be read in conjunction with the 
follomng reports made by the Modern Language Association under contract 
from the United States Office of Education: "Foreign Languages in the 

Elementary Schools of the United States," by Marjorie Breunig, 12 April 
I96I5 "Foreign Language Offerings and Enrollments in Public Secondary 
Schools, Fall 1959^” by J, Xiesley Childers, lit April I96I5 "Foreign 
Languages in Independent Secondary Schools, Fall 1959/' by John Harmon, 

20 Januaiy I96I5 "Modern Foreign Language Teaching in Junior Colleges, 
Fall 1959 and Fall I96O," by J, Wesley Childers and Barbara Bell, 9 May 
I96IJ and "Modern Foreign Language Enrollments in Colleges and Universi- 
ties, Fall 1958 and Fall 1959^” by Mara Vamos, Harry Margulis and Frank 
I^hite, 23 Januaiy I96I. 

We specify these five reports in particular since they yield inform- 
ation on enrollments during the first term of the academic year 1959-60, 
and together with this one form the most complete picture yet published 
of the foreign language enrollments in all segments of schooling in a 
single term. We in the Modern Language Association, therefore, intend 
to take this fall term of 1959 as the comprehensive base for future 
calculations. The year was a good one for foreign language study, and 
is Mgnifioaiit as'the first one after a full year’s operation of the 
National Defense Education Act. Increase or decrease in enrollments 
from this complete norm may enable us in the future to determine with 
some accuracy where national needs are being met, and where they are 
not being fulfilled. 

Each of the reports gives a full breakdown by language, by level, 
state by state and nationally. The chart which follows on the next page 
extracts from them the gross national picture under the categories listed 
for the fall term 1959. 



The National Picture of Foreign Language Enrollments, Fall Term 1959 
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Survsys of this sort are perhaps most useful in the questions 
they raise. The one to which the profession must soon address itself 
concerns the holding power (or lack of it) of language teaching. 

Student attrition has many causes. Perhaps a figure exists somewhere 
which may be called a *'norm:0. per cent of attrition.” The profession 
must be doubly sure that St. main cause for it is not unimaginative or 
unresourceful teaching. Per cents seem to us to be too high for the 
national or individual good. Oddly enough they are parallel in a 
crude sort of way in secondary schools across the board ^though we 
lack this precise information for the Independent Schools). 

In public schools; enrollments in modern foreign languages show a 
drop, in round figures, from about 9^0,000 in Course I, to U?0,000 in 
Course II, to 103,000 in Course III, to 21,000 in Course IV. In the 
Catholic parochial schools attrition flowed from an initial 88,000 in 
Course I to 68,000 in Course II, to 16,000 in Course III, to 2,?00 in 
Course IV. In College and University — the main sources for future 
foreign language teachers— the 460 , UOO undergraduates enrolled in 
modern foreign languages dropped off to 1^,500 graduate schools. 

There are, to be sure, total population changes in the various schools 
and colleges from course to course, and from year to year. The number 
of competent speakers, however, who have experienced long sequences of 
language study seems miniscule for the national needs. 

Eeasons for attrition are various: multiplicity of methods and 

texts, rapid changes of interest, completion of stated “requirements,” 
an influx of students into secondary schools who have taken foreign 
languages in elementary school and whose high hopes of continuing are^ 
dashed by ineffective articulation in the sequences of language learning, 
lack of course offerings above a beginning level, school drop-outs, and 
occasionally, no doubt, dull imperceptive teaching. It is hoped that 
the NDEA institutes may provide needed stimulus to the last of these. 

It behooves the profession for its own good, as well as for the national 
interest, to eradicate bad teaching as one of the causes. 

The three charts which follow present numerical and per cent data on 
course level enrollments in each of three divisions: public secondary 

schools. Catholic parochial secondary schools, and senior colleges (under- 
graduate and graduate levels;. Chart II gives numerical enrollments by 
language and by course level. Chart III gives the per cent which each 
course represents of the total enrollment in each language, in each division. 
Chart IV gives the per cent of decrease at each course level from the pre- 
ceding course level for total foreign language and for total modern foreign 
language, in each division. 
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^ II 

The following report covers enrollments in Roman Catholic Parochial 
' Secondary Schools, and in Seventh-Day Adventist Secondaiy Schools. Quest- 

ionnaires were also addressed to the Communal Agencies for Jewish Education 
throughout the United States to gather general enrollment and language en- 
rollment figures concerning Jewish Pive-Day-a-Week Secondary Schools, It 
was found, however, either that the schools in this category had already 
been included in the previous Modern Language Association study of Independ- 
ent Schools i or that the information was not available. 

Information on Seventh-Day Adventist Schools was taken from the 
’’Opening Reports for Fall 19 ^ 9 )" submitted by each school principal to 
the Department of Education, General Conference of Seventh -Day Adventists, 
SSi^O Eastern Avenue, N. ¥,, Washington 12, D, C, 

Data on Catholic Parochial Secondaiy Schools were obtained from 
? questionnaires sent to principals whose addresses, were furnished by the 

National Catholic Educational Association, 1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N, W, , 
Washington 6, D, C. 

To the persons in the several religious organizations whose advice 
and cooperation made this survey possible, the Modern Language Association 
expresses its appreciation, and particularly to Dr, Morris Engleman of the 
American Association for Jewish Education^ to Mr. G, M, Mathews of the 
General Conference of Seventh-Day Adventists^ and to Mrs, Winifred Long 
and Mr. Frank Casey of the National Catholic Educational Association and 
the National Catholic Welfare Council, respectively, 

Mr, John Harmon’s advice and assistance from the MLA staff were 
invaluable. 




Executive Secretary 

The Modern Language Association 

July 7, 1961 



^ The enrollments in these schools are included in ’’Foreign Languages in 
Independent Secondary Schools, Fall 1959*” Although some Roman Catholic 
’’private” schools and a few Seventh-Day Adventist schools are also included 
in the above-named report, schools in the present report do not duplicate 
those covered by ”Foreign Languages in Independerit Secondary Schools, Fall 

1959.” 
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SECTION I: SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SECONDARY SCHOOIS 



1 . 



In a total of hi Seventh-Day Adventist secondaiy schools not covered 
by previous MIA reports, enrollments in grades 9-12 in Fall 19^9 were 
8,58lo There were no enrollments in grades 7-8. 

All language enrollments were in French, German, and Spanish, at 
course levels I and II, The total MFL enrollment, 2,118, represented 
2li,7 per cent of the total student enrollment. 

The breakdown of num.erical and per cent data on enrollments in each 
language is given below: 



Language 


Enrollment 


Per Cent of Total 
MFL Enrollment (2,118) 


Spanish 


1»580 


lh.6 


French 


331 


15.6 


German 


207 


9.8 



The total enrollment in Course 1 of all languages was 1,356 ( 6 U per 
cent of the tota3. I#'! enrollment); enrollment in Course II of all languages 
was 762 (36 per cent of the total MFL enrollment). 



SECTION II: ROMAN CATHOLIC PAROCHIAL SECONDARY SCHOOIS 



All information in this section of the present report concerns the 
l,i |63 Catholic Parochial Secondary Schools which furnished data on FL ' 
enrollments, grades 7~12, for Fall 1959* Most of these schools offered 
FL instruction o^y in grades 9-12 (here reported as Courses I-V). A 
few repo* ted FL instruction in grades 7-8* In the accompanying tables, 
enrollments for these grades are separated from enrollments in Courses I-V. 

Brief questionnaires were originally mailed to principals of the 
2,018 Catholic Parochial Secondaiy Schools, addresses for which were pro- 
vided by the National Catholic Educational Association. A total of 1,562 
schools answered the questionnaire. Of these, 99 stated thyt they did not 
teach FL. The total number of applicable replies ( 1 ,^ 63 ) represented 72.5 
per cent of the schools originally canvassed. Answers were not received 
from 14,56 schools. 



Two abbreviations occur throughout this report: FL, foreign language; and 
l^L, modern foreign language. 



2 . 



Forty-nine states and the District of Columbia furnished information 
contained herein. The excepted st^te is Idaho, from which ho replies were 
received. 



Summary of Total Enrollment Data 



In Fall 19^9, the total enrollment, grades 7-12, in the 1,U63 Catholic . 
Parochial Secondary Schools which furnished data for this report was ^71, 739 • 
The total enrollment in grades 9-12 was ^$ky7h2) in grades 7-8, l6,997« 

The FL enrollment, grades 7-12, was 39U,9^7^ of Ti’hich the MFL enrollment, 
178,21^7, was less than half (ii^.l per cent). The per cent of the total number 
of students enrolled in all FLs was 69*15 in MFLs, 31*2. 

The breakdown of the per cents of each language out of the total Catholic 
Parochial Secondary School enrollment, grades 7-12, is given in the table 
below: 



GRADES 7-12 


Language 


Enrollment 


Per cent of Total 7-12 
Enrollment ( 5 71 j 7 39 ) 


French 


9k, 167 


16,5 


German 


11,899 


2.1 ^ 


Latin 


215,275 


37.6 


Spanish 


68,07U 


11.9 


Greek 


1,1*35 


*3 


Other 


1*,107 


.7 


Total 


39l*,957 


69.1 



Individual Language Per Cents of Total FL 
and of Total lyiFL Enrollments, Courses I-V 



The breakdown of the per ct-nts of each language of the total FL 
enrollment and of the total lyiFL enrollment. Courses I-V, is given in the 
table below. Instruction in French and/or Latin at the Course V level 
was offered in California, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. 

Enrollments in French and Latin accounted for more than 75 per cent 
of the total FL eniollment. Latin was first among individual language 
enrollments. German, Greek, and "Other” languages accounted for less than 
five per cent of the total FL enrollment. 



o 



3 . 



Among 14FL enrollments, French and Spanish were foremost, and together 

accounted for moi^e than 90 P©r cent of the total J'lFL enrollment. The 
remainder of the enrollments were accounted for by German (6,7) and by 
’’Other” languages (2.3)» 

MFL enrollments included in ’’Other” are Italian (1,999) • Polish (l,0l*2)* 
Russian (589) > Japanese (39) > Ukrainian (32), Hungarian (13) > and General 
Language (229). 



COURSES I-V, DATA BY LimOUAGE 




Language 


Enrollment 


% of FL 
(392,73U) 


% of MFL 

(176,511) 


French 
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The totals and per cents of enrollments in FL Courses I-V, by level, 
are given below. These data indicate that the vast majority of all FL 
enrollments are in Courses I and II (87.9 per cent), with 12.1 per cent 
of the total enrollment in FL shared by Courses III-V, 



COURSES I-V, DATA BY LEVEL 


Courses 


Totals 


Per Cents 


I 


199, 79U 


50.8 


II 


11*5,556 


37.1 


III 


36,381 


9.2 


IV 


10,712 


2.8 
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Grades 7"8 



A total of U2 schools in 17 states and the District of Columbia 
gave FL instruction in grades 7-"8. The total FL enrollment in these 
schools was 2^223> of which the MFL enrollment, 1,73^^ represented 
78,1 per cent. The breakdown of FL enrollments and the per cent of 
each language of the total FL and of the total MFL enrollments follows: 



" GRADES 7-8 ^ DATA Bl WiJQUAGE 


Language 


Enrollment 


% of FL 
(2>223) 


% of MFL 

( 1 , 736 ) 


French 




6^.2 
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Latin 


1 1 
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Spanish 
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Other 


16 U 


7.U 


9.5 



’•Other” enrollments reported were in Italian (86) and Slovak (78)# 



Summary Tables 



The tables which follow give numerical data concerning enrollment in 
each language, by state and by course level. Total student enrollment by 
grade level is also included. In the smaller mj.meographed table, detailed 
information is given on numbers of enrollments in ’’Other” languages, to 
specify the numbers listed under ’’Other” in the printed table# 






TABLE! OP INSTITUTIONAL AND LANGUAGE 

SECONDARY SCHOOIfi, GRADE 



STATE 
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TITUTIONAL ENROLI 


No. of 
Institutions 


Total 
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Total 
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Alabama 
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220 
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Connecticut 


21 
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57 


1,510 


430 


4o8 


333 


Florida 


17 


155 


3,902 


1,136 


1,107 


920 


Georgia 


6 
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Illinois 
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8,205 


Minnesota 
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Mississippi 
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North Carolina 
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5,807 
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894 
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816 



2,723 
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26 



372 

66 

124 

68 

857 



3,961 



9,371 

92 

12 



1,488 

80 

173 

5,988 

1,201 



60 
51 
12 

61 
67 



490 

266 

164 

287 

703 



43,988 



H 

H 



78 

27 

4 



H 

H 

H 



1,157 



116 

1,037 

123 

185 

55 



125 

149 



1,005 

305 



175 

65 

481 

940 

260 



800 

6,438 

675 

125 

23 



242 

25 

29 

58 

669 



3,4o6 



7,766 

86 

10 



1,015 

12 

44 

5,622 

1,029 



52 

33 

18 

48 

16 



364 

147 

78 

274 

433 



18 

4 

3 



35,824 



278 



263 

34 

51 



30 

122 



119 

23 



15 



40 

5 

115 



52 

3,196 

36 

21 



11 

425 



753 



3,252 

11 



44 



5 

676 

1,027 



50 

9 



28 



10,722 



er|c 



mrnm 







V LANGUAGE ENROIIML I'b TN CATHOLEC PAROCHIAL 
HOOIS, GRADES 7-12, I 959 




gERJC 



"OTHER" LANGUAGES TAUGHT IN CATHOLIC PAROCHIAL 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS, Grades 7-12, Pall 1959 



Language 



Greek 



Grand Total 
by Language 



7&8 ) 



Totals by Courses 



1,436 



Himgarian 



II 



Ital ian 



13 



2,085 



40 

3 

134 

19 

1 

26 

38 

357 

9 

10 

6 

8 

5 

85 



40 



15 

1 

10 

39 

275 



III 



43 

239 



2 t 



25 : 



IV 



States 

V/here Taught 



Totals 
by States 



— 4 > 



741 



86 



33 

42 

35 

17 

71 

604 

24 

350 

40 



86 



1216 



! 

407 <286 



46 

41 



52 , 6 

251 il35 



California 80 
Colorado 3 
Illinois 134 
Indiana 19 
Kansas 15 
Kentucky Z 
Ikissaohusetts 36 
Now Jersey 120 
Nev/ York 871 
Ohio 9 
Pennsylvania 10 
Rhode Island 13 
Vermont 8 
Washington 5 
Wisconsin 110 



Pennsylvania 



13 






175 

35 



42 



600 il83 



r 



4 , 



\ California 79 

i Connecticut 83 

: De lav/are 35 

Iowa 17 

I Massachusetts 129 

New York | 1076 

Ohio I 24 

Pennsylvania j 525 
Rhode Island t 117 



Japanese 



39 



39 



Hawai i 



39 



Polish 



139 

69 

68 

10 

23 

90 



197 3 6 

62 ! 64 
48 i 40 



59 j 28 



1,042 



399 



366 !138 



70 

40 



29 



Illinois 
ilassachusett 
Michigan 
Nev; Jersey 
Neiv York 
Wisconsin 



J 



342 

265 

196 

10 

23 

206 



139 






1 / 






”OTI-IER’* LAiIGl'AG:i:S TAIGHT r.I CATHOLIC PAROCHIAL 
SECOI'IDARY SCHOOLS, Grades 7-12, Pall 1959 (continued) 



Language 


Grand Total 
by Language 


^ \ 

Totals by Courses j 

\7m Tj II ' III rFl 

1 ^ ' L 


1 

States 

l^ere Taught 


Totals 
by States 


Russian 


9g9 


1 

» 

! 

i 

( 

1 

! 

: ! 
f 

i 

1 

i 

J 

1 


i 

65 • 18 • 

14 • , 

! ® i 

75 . 18 

85 . 88 

23 ; 

20 . 4 ■; 

66 1 67 

17 1 

20 • 5 j 

I 


5 




California 
Illinois 
Kansas 
Llaryland 
i'ila s sachuse tt s 
Nev/ Jersey 
Nev; York 
North Dalcota 
Pennsylvaiiia 
Washington 
; Wisconsin 


73 

14 

4 

10 

93 

173 

23 

24 
133 

17 

25 


■ ! i 1 

• 379 205 j 5 

! L , 


1 


j 




Slovak 


78 


i 78 




» 

1 


i 

-1 


1 

1 




I 

Nev/ York 


78 


Ukrainian 


32 


i 


15 

L. 


1 

17 


1 " ' 




Michigan 


32 


U»S.A. ' 
TOTAL 


! 

5,313 


T 

lS4l2,79o , 
' _ 1 


1,602 

1 

1 


612 


140 


» 

1 


5,313 


General 

Language 


229 


i 

1 

) 


! 

j 6^; 






1 C3.1ifoinia 

1 lixCSOU. "i 


167 

62 




t * 

229 


— 










TOTAL "OTHER' 

1 

J 


'1 S,542 

i 

< 


164 


3,024 


1,602 


612 


140 


i 


5,542 

. 



o 

ERIC 










4 



Ab«»100o 
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TIE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
Foreign Language Program Research Center 
70 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, N*Y* 

FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN NON-PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS, FALL 1959 

Name of School: 

Addr-ess of School: 

Your Name and Title: 



(City and State) 
Date 



Section I: To Be Ansv/ered By All Schools 
(with or without foreign language courses) 

1« TflTAL WiMBER of students enrolled in your secondary school, grades 7-12 at the 
opening of the Fall Term in 1959# Exclude grades 7 and 8 if they are part of 
your elemerjtary school. 



Grade a: 


7th Grade 


8th Grade 


9th Grade 


10th Grade 


11th Grade 


12th GrAde 

1 


Total No. 
of Pupils 
. Fall 1959 















2# Do you offer foreign language in any grade on the secondary level? ( Both Latin 
and Greek and Modern Foreign Languages are included in) the term "foreign language*”) 



Section II: To Be Answered By 

Schools Offering Foreign Language Instruction (Grades 7-12) 

NOTE: Include under Course I those students enrolled in the first year of study in 
each language; under Course II, those enrolled in the second year of study in a 
language, etc, irrespective of the grade level of the student. 



3, Enrollments in Foreign Language in Fall 



V • 


Seccifcdary Secondary/ School Courses, Irrespective of Grade Level 

Grades (See note below) 




7 


8 


Course I 


Course II 


Course III 


Course IV 


Course. V 


French^ 
















. , - 1 II i ■ . 


Gbrman 

, 


















Italian 


















Latid 


















Hkussian 


















Spanish 


















(Specify 

Other) 




















1 • 

















★♦Please put in double starred column the number of 8th graders (if any) v;ho are 
included in the total under Course I, Also include these numbers in the column 
for grade 8# 




